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“We are Called…….to Serve!”   It has been an incredible honor to serve as your 

State Regent this last term, 2017 through this convention, 2019.   I can say that with so 

much that has challenged us, pushed us, amazed us; I think we have become a better 

group of Catholic Daughters in South Dakota.  During my term I have tried to 

emphasize that All of us together, as a Team, can accomplish anything.  It’s been an 

honor to attend your celebrations, installations, and meetings.  I love the fact that 

although our guidelines are all the same, we do things differently and that is what 

makes each of our courts unique.  Thank you for attending the retreats and workshops 

that we’ve put together for a spiritual and educational growth.  Thank you for attending 

our national convention planning meetings and especially for picking up the phone, 

opening an email or answering a text when you saw that it was me on the other end.   I 

have tried to always be available for each of you, to answer your questions, calm your 

fears and to support you in prayer and love.   I know my emails are long – thank you 

for reading those! J  

We are a strong team of faith filled, talented, energized and blessed group of 

Catholic women.  The 57th National Convention held in July 2018 was the proof of what 

we can do together.  My most sincere gratitude and thanks to each of you; for your 

cards and prayers of support, for your time and talent, for you sacrifice and treasures, 

all given in a selfless and loving manner.  There was beauty and joy, laughter and 

exhaustion in all we did for the other members who traveled by plane, bus and car and 

coming from all corners to join us at the convention. We ‘ate the elephant’, and had the 

largest attendance, We were blessed with perfect weather, and we were tested in our 

‘plan B’ multiple times. As I told Helene, our immediate past national regent, “We got 

this!”  It was an honor for SD to be chosen as Host and an honor to Serve the 

members across the nation and beyond at this convention.    
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A special thank you to immediate past state regent and my national convention 

co-chairman, Barb Wiechmann.  We’ve spent many many hours on the phone, 

hundreds of emails and texts. We laughed and cried together, we supported and 

calmed each other. Barb, you truly are my CDA sister. Thank you,You are the Best.   

To my State Board members, Judy and Michele, thank you for all you did throughout 

this term, seeing what needed to be done and picking up the ball.  Deb and Deborah, 

you both stepped onto the Board as rookie state officers at a time that many seasoned 

officers would have been shaking in their boots.  You accomplished and have grown so 

much and many may not know the long hours you both spent getting reports ready.  

We have become the CDA Team I had set out to assemble.  My board members, the 

District Deputies, the State Chairmen and most importantly YOU!   You are here; You 

have been the backbone of our SD Catholic Daughters.  All of us working together for 

a common goal of Unity and Charity; sharing our love and friendship with those that 

have no others and especially with each other.   I have spoken with many of you more 

in this past term than my own sister and yet, She was such an important part of our 

National Convention too.  Peggy took over our Work room, greeted the Convention 

attendees, worked with the gift bags and was a rock star.  I thank her and am so happy 

many of you got to meet her. She’s not here, but I didn’t thank her earlier.  Why I am 

bringing this up is simply to say, although each of us might not be with, see or have a 

sister; We have each other.  We are your CDA Sisters and in good times and bad and 

we will always be here for you.    

As we go forward, carrying our Theme, “We are Called to…Serve!” let us not lose 

sight of what we are called to do; serving those who need a hand, serving the forgotten 

and serving the least of our brothers.   Doing things by yourself is never as much fun 

as with another CDA sister.   

And now I want to talk about Membership for a few minutes:   
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Membership Notes:     
Let’s remember to share ‘who’ we are so that other Catholic women may join us.   Our 

numbers are down, a lot.  Death takes our CDA Sisters to their heavenly home and 

that is a Joy we all wait for.  But as you know and can witness, our Parishes, our 

communities and our country is better with Catholic Daughters.  As our National 

Regent, Olga Samaniego has said before, WHO will replace us?  Who will carry on the 

work of Catholic Daughters if we let our membership totals keep dropping?  In 2017 I 

issued a challenge for each court to have overall growth of only 5%.  According to 

membership totals from the national office, our total membership was 2175 as of 

March 31, 2017.  As of Sept. 30, 2018 (the most recent numbers available) we are 

down a total of 94 members plus one Court closing – Ct. Queen of Peace in Spearfish 

had 31 members for a total loss of 125 members.   Only 7 courts showed a growth of 

members out of 38 courts.  I realize how hard it is to gain members. It is hard to ask 

every woman you meet at church, bible study, or the CCD moms to come join us.  But 

again, we need to ask ourselves – Who will replace me when I pass on?  We cannot 

assume there will always be Catholic Daughters.  Complacency is the end of change 

and growth.   I used to say something as part of the PBJ Membership team “If you 

always do what you’ve always done, you’ll always get what you always got”    

Yes, let me repeat that…“If you always do what you’ve always done, you’ll always 
get what you always got” Ask yourself, what have we gotten by not being as 

proactive as we should? At this convention I am asking each of you here to invite and 

get one new member; your replacement so to speak.  Your court can start another 

court, it only takes 15 ladies in a neighboring parish to set up a court.   So the 

challenge again is for each of us to bring in ONE new member.  Just ONE new 

member would make such a difference.  Work together and get your court membership 

committee more enthused about sharing our “unity and charity” with those we see at 

home.   
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Ask yourself this question; What would my life be like without CDA?  Who would I 

turn to, who would I share my trials and tribulations with?  Yes, you might not be as 

busy, but I feel that each of us, without CDA would be a different Catholic woman.  We 

need CDA in our Parishes.   

One of our newer Courts, Immaculate Heart of Mary in Lemmon has just started 

a new membership project.  Guest members.   They invite two ladies from the Parish to 

join the court with no strings attached.  A welcome gift is given with CDA info, dues are 

paid by the court, they pick them up for meetings, no committees, no pressure, but 

sharing what CDA has to offer.  The hope then is that these guest members see that 

being a member in CDA brings more to their lives than without CDA. Are they taking a 

chance on these two ladies walking away?  Yes, but life is about chances and choices.    

Perhaps your Court would like to try this.  Ladies from Lemmon, please stand up so 

others can talk to you about your newest project.   Thank you for this innovative idea of 

growth.   Please share your ideas with the State officers so that we can pass them 

along.   

In closing, it’s been such an honor to Serve as your State Regent. I never 

thought I’d be here in front of you when I joined Ct. Madonna in Plankinton, 37 years 

ago. I had 2 little boys, my daughter came later, but when asked to join, I simply 

thought, “I really needed a night out”.  How about you?  Same reason?  I now have 9 

grandchildren, a cat and my husband Cliff for almost 42 years.  Thank you to my home 

court; St. Katharine Drexel, Roscoe, for your prayerful and loving support during this 

term and for your help with the National Convention. We did it! We ate the Elephant!  

The roads we follow are uncertain and our future is unknown to us. But as we go 

forth together, as a team of Catholic Daughters, I am certain WE can make our lives, 

our homes and parishes better because of who we are. Women of Faith, Women of 

Hope and Women of Love.   Because truly, We are Called….to Serve.  Thank you and 

may our Blessed Mother always walk with you and guide you.  Thank you!  


