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MISSION STATEMENT 

Catholic Daughters of the 

Americas
® 
 strives to embrace 

the principle of faith working 

through love in the  

promotion of justice, equality 

and the advancement of hu-

man rights and human  

dignity for all. 

National Website: 

www.catholicdaughters.org 

State Website: 

www.cdasouthdakota.com 

 

 

Do you have news to share?  

Email your stories and pictures 

to: 

Newsletter:  

SDCDA1918news@gmail.com 

 

Web Page:  

SDCDA1918web@gmail.com 

November 2020 

Volume 57, Issue 3 

 

Next State Newsletter  
Article Deadline:   

January 29th, 2021 

The South Dakota Catholic 
Daughters State Board invites 
you to join us at our 51st Bienni-
al State Convention; April 15, 
16, 17 and 18, 2021.  On the 
first day, April 15th, you can 
attend four different work-
shops.  We hope that you have 
time to reconnect with your 
CDA sisters, maybe have dinner 
with the Past Regents group, (if 
you have served as a local re-
gent) and the evening will close 
with a Spiritual workshop by 
State Spiritual Enhancement 
Chairman, Patty Fuegan.  This 

will be an exciting day with our speakers and time to learn.  The hosting courts 
have been working hard and planning; these courts are Hot Springs, Rapid City, 
Lemmon, Faith, and Winner.  Our Convention Chairman is Deb DeFries, SD past 
state secretary.  She and her team of convention leaders have been like Santa, 
making lists and checking them twice.  We will have time for adoration, medi-
tation, shopping at our CDA store, looking through award winning scrapbooks, 
education winners, and storyboards from our District Deputies and State Chair-
man.  Our Hospitality room will be open with times posted, but be assured that 
you will find delicious items for breakfast or break-times.  The courts will be 
getting a letter regarding the hospitality room after the start of the year.  Com-
mittee meetings will begin on Friday morning, April 16th with the opening cere-
mony and business meeting to start at 10:00 a.m., Masses will be at St. Jo-
seph’s Catholic Church in Spearfish.  Friday night is our Hosting Courts Fun 
night and they have chosen the theme, “Enjoying God’s creations!”  So you ask, 
what does that mean?  This should be fun; will you dress as a tourist, a gam-
bler, hiker, camper, fisherman, skier, a gold miner, etc.?  Come as a group or as 
individuals and have fun.  The Saturday night banquet theme is “Blessed are all 
Women”.  Dress is cocktail/semi-formal.  Special CDA awards will be given; 
raffle winners announced and a wonderful speaker are all on the agenda.  Our 
final day, April 18th will have a few more awards, final remarks and our closing 
ceremony.  A brunch will be served on Sunday, before you travel home.  Dress 
in your comfortable clothes.  Get your hotel reservations made asking for the 
Catholic Daughters (CDA) Block for your rates.  Once you have voted for dele-
gates, get your forms mailed in.  Check the state website: 
www.cdasouthdakota.com for any updates or forms you may need.  We are 
excited to invite and welcome each of you, our CDA members, to this 51st Bi-
ennial State Convention.   

You’re invited to the  
51st Biennial South Dakota State Convention 

        2021 CDA  
  State Convention 
   April 15, 16, 17, 18, 2021 

Holiday Inn Convention Center 

                Spearfish  

These west river courts will host 
Our Lady of Lourdes #2056 
St. Rita #916 
Immaculate Heart of Mary #2654 
Mary Imelda #1014 
St. Kateri Tekakwitha #2635 

Bring your family  
along and enjoy the  
beauty of the Black Hills. 

“CALLED TO SERVE!” 

http://www.cdasouthdakota.com
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State Regent—Brenda Anderson 
My dear CDA Sisters—At this time of year there so much to share.  But be-
fore we can move forward, we reflect on where we have been.  Looking 
back, I am sure that not one of us thought that  in December 2020  we 
would still be fighting a world-wide pandemic; unable to visit , hold a hand 
or hug the family and friends you love and yet here we are.  So now what?  
Hope!  Yes hope, that in the weeks and months ahead the vaccine can be 

administered to slow down the hospitalizations and deaths.  Hope that we can return to 
Mass and receive the sacraments, go out for dinner,  a movie, go on vacation and  spend 
more time with our courts and our CDA sisters.   
The world seems broken and truly we can see daily the battle of good vs. evil.  We need 
hope. Does our prayer reflect our hearts desire?  I read once that we can’t just beat 
around the bush with our prayers. Yes, pray for peace; but is it peace in our home, peace 
in my family, peace in the Middle East or here in the USA on our streets and with our 
different cultures?  God likes details and he can handle it.  As our Father, who amongst 
us gives our child a snake when they ask for a fish?  Hope and trust in God’s love.  Jesus, I 
trust in you.   
I know you’ve done the best you can in your courts and I am so very grateful.  We must 
too have hope that we can pray, play and be together in April at our convention.  We will 
have space set up for our Chapel with special Spiritual time,  meditation and reflection 
and will have Mass on both Friday and Saturday.  Please pray and listen to the direction 
God is leading you; leadership at the state level is needed. Has God been calling you to 
step forward.  God speaks daily, but if we don’t take time to listen He’ll come to you at 
3:00 a.m. because He knows He doesn’t have to compete for time.  Listen, pray and an-
swer the call.   
This time of year, Advent is brimming with Hope. We know the story, but  maybe this 
year, we need hope more than ever. We must give our fears to God, our anxieties and 
our sorrows to God and have hope in the Infant, Jesus for a deeper love, joy and peace.   
Merry Christmas my dear sister of Catholic Daughters and know that I feel so blessed to 
serve as your State Regent.  Love, Peace and Joy always, Brenda  

Dear Catholic Daughters,  
Recently I was looking for some older marriage files here at St. John the 
Baptist in Wagner.  There, is a closet-like room, was another box I hadn't 
opened yet (I've been busy with many things since being assigned here and 
at Dante in the spring of 2019).  Inside was a spare tabernacle key, an old 
document I have yet to examine, and an envelope which read, "Document 

Pertaining to Relic of sliver of Wood from actual Cross of Jesus' Crucifixion". Inside was a 
Vatican document in Latin which I can translate just well enough to recognize it as indi-
cated; and an elaborately designed small crucifix which opened up to reveal, in the cen-
ter, under a small circle of glass, a small sliver of wood with words identifying it as the 
cross of Christ!  I had earlier come across three relics in a "One dozen Pearl Buttons" box 
in the rectory basement complete with documents (St. Pius X, St. Rose of Lima, St. Mar-
garet Mary Alacoque), and now this! 
Reading up on the background of the feast of "The Exaltation of the Holy Cross" on 
Sept. 14th each year, I had learned of the Sept. 14, 326, finding of the True Cross by St. 
Helena.  Four writers from the 300's (Eusebius, St. Cyril of Jerusalem, St. Ambrose, and 
Egaria) make reference to the True Cross discovery.  Her son Emperor Constantine and 
the legalization of Christianity led Helena to the Holy Land where she had shrines built 
over a number of sacred sites.  I remember how deeply impressed I was as I stood, in 
the Catacombs of Priscilla in Rome, in a room where it is believed Mass was celebrated 
in the year 150 - such concrete connections to the 'faith of our fathers' is powerful!  Is it 
authentic?  I think it is in harmony with the precedent God gave in the incarnation: 
"What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, 
what we looked upon and touched with our hands..." (1 Jn 1:1)  To help the "doubting 
Thomas" in each of us, there are so many tangible things to contemplate from relics to 
apparitions, the Shroud of Turin to the Tilma of Guadalupe, saints who bore the stigma-
ta and the incorruptibles, the Eucharistic Miracles and the cures at Lourdes. Give thanks 
to God!  Sincerely, Fr. Jim Friedrich  

WELCOME FR. JIM FRIEDRICH!  We are so happy and blessed to announce that Fr. Jim 

Friedrich has agreed to serve as our new State Chaplain.  He currently is pastor in the 

Wagner and Dante Parishes.  Prayers indeed are answered.  Welcome, Fr. Jim.    

mailto:michelesage2003@yahoo.com
mailto:buttons_molly_50@yahoo.com
mailto:sdcda1918web@gmail.com
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2nd Vice State Regent — Michele Sage 
Welcome to fall and the Advent Season 2020 
CDA Sisters. As we enter this 8th month of pan-
demic life, we must stay dedicated to the Mis-
sion Statement of the Catholic Daughters of 
the Americas - "to embrace the principles of 
faith working through love in the promotion of 

justice, equality and the advancement of human rights and 
human dignity for all" and to our CDA Oath - to "serve our 
Church, our country and to the Catholic Daughters of the 
Americas with Unity & Charity.  Although many of us are 
still unable to meet face-to-face yet, we must continue to 
be of service to our fellow CDA members, our families, and 
our communities. We must continue to dedicate ourselves 
to prayer for an end to this pandemic; and if able, to help 
those in need; and be true examples of unity and charity. 
With the election not yet officially concluded, we must be 
dedicated in our belief that we have selected the candidate 
that will best serve the needs of our hurting nation and 
who will aide us in obtaining justice and equality for all hu-
man kind - our CDA mission.  May the season of Advent be 
our guide to a fresh awareness of the greatness of God's 
love for us and that when we follow His commands, we will 
one day be joined with Him in everlasting love!  Season's 
Blessings on all of my CDA Sisters. 

1st Vice State Regent — Judy Konechne 
What a strange year! As we are now in the 
Christmas Season, it is time to reflect on 
'Hope' in the spiritual context. We all need to 
desire for things to change for the better. In 
our spiritual life, our family life and in the 
world. Prayers and attending Mass to become 

closer to the Lord and hope that He will protect us from 
the evil and guide us in the right path to become deeper in 
his life so he can take care of us.  
We have many things to hope for in the future.  First and 
foremost is that we come closer to God, our families stay 
well, we have a joyous Christmas season, there is an end 
to Covid, prayer for those that are ill or troubled, along 
with many others areas. We also want to place hope we 
get back to a somewhat normal lifestyle and we can host 
the CDA convention in Spearfish in April 2021. It will be 
over a year since CDA members have been able to get to-
gether in a large group.  
Please keep this newsletter to refer to as there is much 
information and many dates to follow with reports, regis-
tration for convention, and work on increasing member-
ship.  Hope in God and Merry Christmas. 

State Secretary — Deborah Burdick 
Hope…  A wonderful word for the Christmas 
Season!  Hope springs anew with the start of 
the new church year and Baby Jesus birth in a 
manger. 
We also have many personal ‘hopes’ we pray 

will happen in 2021.  An end to Covid-19 is a big one on 
everyone’s radar.  For those that have had it we hope and 
pray that everyone fully recovers with no aftereffects.  For 
those still to catch it – that you safely journey through 
it.  And for all those who leave this earth as a direct or indi-
rect result of Covid – may their souls rest in peace.  
This issue of ‘Our Lady of the Prairie News’ is full of hope 
for our 2021 State Convention in Spearfish!!  Please take 
time to read through all things the convention committee 
and state board have been working on.  We understand 
many will be unwilling to commit until the last minute, but 
we do need to know numbers so we can proceed, please 
pray about attending and get your forms sent to the appro-
priate people.  As always, refunds will be given out if things 
don’t go as planned.  
Fall Dues Invoices have been emailed to both the Court 
Regent and Financial Secretary.  They are sent to two peo-
ple per court, so we know at least one person received the 
invoice.  We ask the Financial Secretary to double check 
the number of members – if you don’t agree, you need to 
ask for a roster from National or State Regent Brenda to 
see why not.  What I bill for is what I’ve received from Na-
tional.  The invoice needs to be given to the Treasurer for 
payment – no court vote is needed to pay State or National 
Dues.  Checks need two (2) signatures and should be 
mailed to me.  Merry Christmas everyone!  I hope you get 
to enjoy it with family and friends!  

State Board 

State Treasurer — JoAnn Hoffman 

Blessings this Advent season. We are begin-
ning  our new liturgical year. Take a step back 
to last year and what has changed most in your 
lives; Covid-19 and quarantine is probably the 
first thought that comes to mind.  
We think of how we missed seeing our family 

in person to having to resort to virtual ZOOM meetings. 
Everyone is SOOO looking forward to when we can all gath-
er together again and give each other a in person hug. 
Our CDA sisters are making adjustments for their courts to 
keep their members engaged and working together. Thank 
you all for sharing unity and charity. As in Titus 3:14-15 Our 
people must learn to spend their time doing good, in order 
to provide for real needs; they should not live useless lives. 
All who are with me send you greetings.  Give our greetings 
to our friends in the faith. God’s grace be with you all. 
Looking forward to everyone reuniting in Spearfish for 2021 
State Convention. We have some exciting workshops and 
speakers planed.  
We will get through this pandemic and unite as women of 
faith throughout the remaining 2020 year and forge onto 
2021.  Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year! 

From your state board:  
Fr. Jim, Brenda, Judy, Michele, Deborah, JoAnn 



2021-2023 
National Officers and 

Directors 

Oct 8, 2020 was the 

official installation 

ceremony for our 

new National Board. 

It was held in Des 

Moines, Iowa.   

National Officers—Row one: 2nd Vice National Regent, Essie Walker; National Regent-elect, Emily Guilherme; National Re-

gent, Sherry Nilles; 1st Vice National Regent, Susan Mone’; National Secretary-Treasurer, Connie Dronette. 

National Directors—Row two: Michele Bowman, Dawn Fortenberry, Irene Gramza, Ivone da Silveira, Theressa Cersovski, 

Nancy Bambanek, Barb Jensen, Carolyn Malik.   

National Representative — Susan Moné, First Vice National Regent 
As we near Christmas, we all find that it will be a Christmas much different than any that we have ever seen in 
our lives. Little did any of us imagine back in March that we would spend the next 8 months in times that re-
semble the “Twilight Zone”. The whole country and the world have made changes to how we live at home 
and when we are out in public. Our churches closed and we spent months “attending” Mass online and 
worse, not being able to receive Our Lord in the Holy Eucharist.  And many are still not able to attend church. 
We all have been in quarantine for months, missing visits with our family and friends. Shopping and finding 

the shelves empty of every-day items we took for granted would be there for us. For those living alone, it has been an es-
pecially lonely time. For those who were ill and hospitalized, it was a very stressful time to not be able to have anyone visit, 
and your family stayed at home wondering and worrying about you. The saddest is those who died from Covid or any other 
illness who had no loved ones at their bedside through their journey home to Our Lord. And these challenges continue 
with no clear site of improving any time soon. Our whole world is in turmoil and in need of us turning it over to the Lord in 
prayer. And yet life goes on and we need to focus ahead while taking precautions. During Advent this year, I encourage all 
of you to spend extra time not focusing on the past months of challenges and fears, but on the future and praying that our 
world will look happier when all of us will be able to once again share time together. That we can pray together, play to-
gether and remember that the Lord has been in control and will continue to be in control and so move ahead in faith and 
not fear. As we prepare for Christmas I think this year we will really appreciate the real meaning of the celebration of the 
Birth of Our Savior, Jesus Christ. When purchasing Christmas Cards to please buy religious ones and put religious themed 
stamps on them. This Christmas make it be a time to give to those in great need. To make extra calls on those who are 
alone. We can all do with less gifts as we give to those that maybe are still out of work, who maybe lost a home or a busi-
ness, or those who suffered illness or the loss of a loved one. Show them the love and compassion of the new-born Christ. 
To continue to do what we do best in being the hands and feet of Jesus. “Let all we do be done with love.”1 Cor. 16:14 
During these months, our CDA has suffered by not being able to hold meetings, gather for spiritual activities, workshops 
and fund-raising events. And of course, the sad cancellation of our convention in Dallas! But I offer kudos to the CDA courts 
who have pressed on and found ways to overcome the inconveniences. To find ways to get elections, installations and fi-
nancial reviews completed and continue the work of our courts. We all learned to Zoom, made more phone calls, and to 
think outside the box. Where there is the will, there is a way! I encourage you to continue your good works in Unity and 
Charity for your court and the good of our Catholic Daughters of the Americas. I pray daily at Mass for all my CDA sisters 
and will pray extra during Advent that it will be a blessed and fruitful time for all of us as we work and pray to return to 
“normal” and to remember to keep Christ in Christmas. And at midnight Dec. 31st we gladly say good-bye to 2020 and pray  
       2021 will bring us new hope and peace.  A Blessed and Merry Christmas and New Year to 
       all of you.   4 

National News 

“Let all you do be 
done with Love.”  

1 COR 16:14.  



State Convention 

5 

SOUTH DAKOTA PAST REGENTS 

Dearest Ladies, We were supposed to meet in September of 2020 and canceled due to Covid.  So it has been some time 
since we have met and it is time to start planning for a meeting for April at the Biennial State Convention in Spearfish.  The 
dates of convention are April 15-18, 2021.  The State board has set aside time on Thursday April 15th for us to gather for 
dinner/supper.  Our by-laws indicate that we can only serve 2 years in the office and election is to be held at the Biennial 
convention which on referring to our minutes is our mini-Convention.  Since we did not meet we need to elect in April.    
I know that many may not be able to attend due to distance and disease.  We need to have officer candidates nominated.  
Please consider running for office of President, Vice President or Secretary-Treasurer.  If you are willing to serve, Please 
let one of the current officers know.  If you wish to NOMINATE someone, please get their consent and send their name 
to the current officers. Please prayerfully consider serving.  Current officers are Barb Wiechmann, Sandy Seiner 
sandyseiner1@gmail.com, and Audrey Konechne akonechne@hotmail.com  Audrey has consented to serve one more term 
as Secretary-treasurer. If we do not meet in April, we will do a mail out ballot.  

Future communication will be carried out thru your current Regent of your Court or by email. (If you are a past regent, 
please send me an updated email to mbwiech@charles-mix.com )We need to consider our by-laws and some amend-
ments.  A copy of current by-laws and possible amendments will be sent to your court regent.  Please discuss the bylaws 
and possible amendments with other Past Regents of your court.   

Yours in Christ,  Barb Wiechmann, President of SD Past Regents 

Below is a convention registration that will be due April 1st 2021.   

PAST REGENTS Supper and meeting 

April 15th, 2021 

time to be determined (evening meal) 

Holiday Inn Convention Center - Spearfish SD 
Election of officers 

Charitable donations 

•Name__________________________________________ 

•Court name and town_______________________________________________ 

•Address__________________________________ 

•Town____________________Zip______________ 

•Phone Number____________________________________ 

•Email address________________________________________ 
 
Make checks payable to SD Past Regents.  Cost is $20.     Due April 1st  
Mail registration and checks to Barb Wiechmann, 28870 394th Ave Wagner SD 57313 
mbwiech@charles-mix.com             605-491-0447  

2021 Gift Basket Raffle 

Start putting your Court gift basket togeth-
er for the Convention Basket Raffle. Start 
now, don’t wait until the last minute. What 
will it be this year? Have your court pick a 
theme for your basket and ask your members to bring an 
item centered on the theme of your basket. Put things into 
your basket that you would love to take home. We ask 
every Court to bring one basket.  It doesn’t have to be a big 
basket. If you have lots of members, no problem! Bring 
two smaller baskets. If you would like to bring your own 
basket, all baskets are welcome. It’s great to see the tables 
full of baskets to bid on. State Officers, District Deputies 
and State Chairmen are also asked to bring a basket if they 
would like. Which basket will you take home with you? 

Each Court is asked to bring a 
wrapped door prize which will 
be given out during the meals.  

    ($10.00 please) 

 

           Meal Ticket 

mailto:sandyseiner1@gmail.com
mailto:akonechne@hotmail.com
mailto:mbwiech@charles-mix.com
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State Convention South Dakota Catholic Daughter   
Court Award for 2019 – 2021   

We all work as one in our Courts. We don’t work to be a 
standout of all Catholic Daughters but through our unity 
we try to bring the best we each have to our local courts. 
Your State Court has decided to recognize one local court 
as the “Court of the Year” at the 2021 State Convention.  
Regents, (or officer appointed by regent), please submit a 
letter with the following information about your court 
from March 1st 2019 through February 15th, 2021.   

What Special Projects, Programs or Events has your court 
engaged in? How many members assisted in each? What 
has your court done to enhance Spirituality for your 
members and non- members of your parish and commu-
nity? How do you gain members and how do you keep 
your present membership active and alive? What do you 
do for your Youth, for Veterans, for Seminarians, for 
young couples, for the elderly, for the homeless, for the 
least of our brothers, in your parish and community? This 
activity can be anything and not restricted to these men-
tioned.   

Membership numbers will be considered according to the 
percentage of changes, not just the numbers – to make it 
fairer for the smaller courts in competition.  
Include the number of members as of 3/1/2019 and num-
ber of members as of 2/15/21.   

The number of membership changes between 3/1/19 
through 2/15/21 due to: 

 • Death  
• Forfeited - after written and verbal reminders of late 
dues that were not paid.  
• Resigned - those who verbally told you they no long-
er wished to maintain their  membership.  
• Transferred Out - to a different CDA Court – paper-
work was complete.  
• Transferred In - from a different CDA Court – paper-
work was completed.  
• Renewal - was a member but let membership lapse 
and now rejoining.   

Deadline: Feb.15, 2021 postmark and will be strictly ad-
hered to.   
Mail to:  
 Judy Konechne, 1st Vice State Regent   
 PO Box 76   
 Kimball SD 57355   

Judging will be completed by an independent panel (non-
CDA members) and the  winner will be selected based on 
the cumulative information, not on any single fac-
tor.  Winning court will be awarded at the 2021 State 
Convention. Good luck! 

SD CDA Member Achievement Award  
State Convention – April 2021  

Do you know a special Catholic Daughters member or 
maybe two or three, who exemplifies the true meaning of 
the Catholic Daughters organization? Why not nominate 
them for the SD CDA Member Achievement Award? This 
can be a member who just joined or someone who has 
been a member for many years.   

Nominations will be accepted from anyone. You may nom-
inate as many Catholic Daughters as you would like. The 
following guidelines are to be followed for nominating 
someone: 
1) Nominee should be a member in good standing.  
2) Current State Officers are not eligible for nomination.  
3) You or your court may nominate a member.  
4) If you have previously nominated someone who was 
not chosen for this award, you are free to submit another 
nomination for that same CDA member.  
5) Entries will be judged by a panel of (non-CDA members) 
judges.   
6) Nominee should be recognized for following our motto 
“Unity and Charity”.  Examples:   

• Did she start a new project for the Youth, 
Veterans or Seminarians?   
• Did she encourage or develop a program that 
involved your Parish and community?   
• How does she share our Catholic faith with eve-
ryone in the community?   
• How is everyone impacted?   
•What has she done to make a difference for 
CDA?   

Don’t restrict your thoughts to just the above things – 
these were only examples.    
7) Nominations are to be 300 words or less.   
8) Describe why you feel the nominee should 
be presented this award of  Achievement.   
9) Describe how she lives out CDA Unity & 
Charity.   

10) Include her name and the name of her Court along 
with your brief description.   
11) Deadline: Feb. 15, 2021; this Postmark and will be 
strictly adhered to.   

 

Mail all nominations to:   
Judy Konechne, 1st Vice State Regent    
PO Box 76    
Kimball SD 57355    
 

We feel that many Catholic Daughters members in South 
Dakota are worthy of a nomination for her dedication, 
work and love to our organization. Please help us honor 
that someone “special”, submit your nomination today. 
CDA Achievement Award will be recognized at the 2021 
State Convention. 



 

 

 
Full 4-Day Convention Registration Fee (includes provided meals): $150.00 by March 1, 2021  
Late Fee after March 1, 2021: $180.00 
Single day registration – Thursday - $60    Friday - $60   Saturday-$60 
Send completed registration form and payment (local court check) to: 

 
Kay Birkholt    
345 South  5th St.   
Hot Springs SD 57747  

 

Make Checks to:  SD Catholic Daughters of the Americas and must have two signatures. 

Special Dietary Needs:___________________________________________________________________  

51st Biennial CDA Convention 

Registration Form 

April 15-18, 2021 

Holiday Inn Convention Center, Spearfish, SD 
 

ALL FORMS MUST BE SUBMITTED BY MARCH 1ST, 2021 
PRINT CLEARLY 

 
Name:________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Court Name & Number: __________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ____________________________________________Phone: ____________________________ 
 
Email Address __________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Check all that apply:   

 Current District Deputy 
 CDA State Chair 
 Past STATE Regent 
 1st Time Attendee  
 Delegate 
 Alternate 
 Non-voting Member 
 Current Court Regent  
 Past Court Regent 

Days Attending: 
 Thursday, April 15th  
 Friday, April 16th  
 Saturday, April 17th  
 Sunday, April 18th  
 

 

 

AUTHORIZATION FROM LOCAL COURT 
 
______________________________________________is a member in good standing in our Court. 
 
__________________________________________         ____________________________________________ 
Regent       Financial Secretary 
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State News State Memberhip Chair – Cheryl Schaefers 
The best lessons come from successes we have in life. Here 
are some tips from our Court of the Year, Court St. Mary in 
Redfield (gleaned from being their District Deputy): 

1. Get your CDA contact information in EVERY weekly 
bulletin!  Be available and visible. 
2. Promote the Rosary and involve the youth with living 
rosaries.  
3. Start and end meetings with prayer/faith sharing, 
keep them short, host events that put your faith in ac-
tion, and provide fellowship.      

Now more than ever, our country needs Unity and Chari-
ty.  That is what Catholic Daughters is all about. Let’s share 
that with as many women as we can. We need to grow that 
Unity within our own parishes. Who can you invite to join 
your court? What is stopping you? Even if you cannot meet 
in person, it is even easier to join a Zoom meeting. I miss 
the camaraderie of being face to face, but it is great to pray 
together.  
We are looking to start new Courts in Presho, Salem, 
Spearfish and White River. We have been contacted by 
women in each of those towns. As you know, it takes more 
than one person to start a court. If you have friends or rela-
tives who are eligible to join those courts, we would appre-
ciate having a list of potential members to help get them 
started. You can text or email our Membership team or any 
State Board Officer. We are committed to growing SD CDA, 
and welcome any additions to this list. The best things in 
life are worth waiting for. May your Christmas be a fulfil-
ment of your Advent yearnings. God bless your life with 
Peace and Joy. 

Quality of Life Chair – Mary E Althoff 
We will long remember the year of 2020.  The year when plans were made and then wiped away and canceled.  In daily 
life, family life, CDA life, Church Life…every aspect of our lives has been affected by the tiny man-made virus, designated as 
Covid-19.  I personally am weary of the word, the disease, the separation from my family and friends, and hunger for a re-
turn to “normal”.  So what is normal for Quality of Life in our circle of Love?    
The source of our desire to do for others comes from our relationship with God.  Our spiritual life leads us closer to Him, 
and through His love, closer to one another.  The two great commandments:  Love your God with your whole heart and 
soul and mind and strength, and love your neighbor as yourself, as Jesus taught us, are our guides to heaven and happi-
ness.  The Church has given us the guidelines of the Corporal Works of Mercy and the Spiritual Works of Mercy to show our 
love for one another and to touch the lives of our neighbors.  
St Therese, the Little Flower, focused on doing small things for great causes.  Have you offered prayer for the person that 
irritates you the most?  Pray they might hear His Word and their hearts be drawn into His light.  When someone comes to 
mind at Mass or in prayer, have you connected with that person, greeting them, and letting her know you were thinking of 
them.  Asked if there was something, they especially need prayer for?  
Maybe your court can unite, virtually, on ideas for the community, to offer positive and uplifting thoughts and prayers for 
the healthcare workers, the priests, the Bishop, the Mayors, and representatives, and government workers.  This time of 
separation from one another, makes electronic messages of complaint and criticism too easy to “send”.   Each person in 
their own profession are working hard to make best decisions for the good of the community.  Just as we are for our-
selves.  As Members of CDA, let us always promote a message of “Unity and Charity” through our words and actions. 
Dear Sisters, reach out each day in love through prayer and action to show God’s love and compassion to others to improve 
the Quality of Life around you.  Lord, I place my trust in You! 

Court Financial Reviews are past due.  The deadline 
was November 1st.  Please get your review done and 
mailed to the National office.  Copies to the State Regent, 
DD’s, State Secretary and a copy for your files.   Thanks.    

Does your Court need a brand new      

Financial Secretary Robe?  If you do, 

please contact Janet Fuhrmann, Regent -

in Roscoe. 605-281-0738 or email her:  

sunrisespirit@venturecomm.net.   

Military Projects Chair – Colleen Leer 

Earlier this month Brenda sent an email encouraging eve-
ryone to say the Patriotic Rosary before the election. For 
those not familiar with the Patriotic Rosary it is prayed 
from within cloistered convents, the Pentagon, dangerous 
military combat zones, the quietness of the bedroom and 
the Field of Apparitions of Caritas. Inspired by Our Lady of 
Medjugorje, it is a powerful prayer for our Nation. During 
this time of so much angst and strife with Covid and the 
election, here is part of the “Prayer to Heal our Land”. 
“Mary, we call You as You have called us. Please, intercede 
before God to forgive us, to heal us, to heal our families, 
and to heal our nation. Father, grant Mary’s intentions and 
hear Her pleas for us. We know you are justly irritated with 
us but we beg and plead for forgiveness through our re-
pentance from our hearts. We realize our nation is headed 
toward disaster by so many signs You have given us.” You 
can get additional information and copies at: http://
www.patrioticrosary.com/patriotic-rosary.html   &  
https://www.medjugorje.com/medjugorje-america/
patriotic-rosary.html. The restrictions and loneliness asso-
ciated with Covid this year will cancel many activities. We 
can still spread joy by sending a card to servicemembers, 
both at home and deployed. Check on veterans in your 
community that may need the greeting and please don’t 
forget you can send cards to the VA hospitals to disperse 
to patients that wouldn’t normally receive anything. Wear 
your red for Christmas and especially on Fridays to Re-
member Everyone Deployed. Have a Blessed and Healthy 
Christmas and 2021. 



 

 

 
Convention Registration Fee INCLUDES five (5) meals: Friday Evening, Saturday Luncheon, Saturday Banquet 
and Sunday Brunch.  All other meals are on your own.  Past Regents dinner is separate and will be Thursday 
Evening.  Look for information, costs, etc. from Past Regents President Barb Wiechmann. 
 

Guest Meals:  Those eligible for guest meals includes: Spouse, Non-CDA Member Guest, Clergy/Spiritual Direc-
tor or Host Court(s) Member Only.  CDA Members not attending convention may only purchase meals for the 
Saturday Banquet and Sunday Brunch. 
 

Send completed registration form and payment (local court check) to: 
 

Kay Birkholt    
345 South  5th St.   
Hot Springs SD 57747  

 

Make Checks to:  SD Catholic Daughters of the Americas and must have two signatures. 

Special Dietary Needs:___________________________________________________________________  

51st Biennial CDA Convention 

Guest Meal Ticket Form 

April 15-18, 2021 

Holiday Inn Convention Center, Spearfish, SD 
 

ALL FORMS MUST BE SUBMITTED BY MARCH 1ST, 2021 
PRINT CLEARLY 

 
Name:________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Court Name & Number: __________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ____________________________________________Phone: ____________________________ 
 
Email Address __________________________________________________________________________ 

DO NOT USE THIS FORM FOR YOUR MEALS IF YOU HAVE REGISTERED TO ATTEND THE CONVENTION!! 

Guest Meal Reservation # 
 ____Friday Noon $20.00 
 ____Friday Evening $30.00 
 ____Saturday Luncheon $20.00 
 ____Saturday Banquet $30.00 
 ____Sunday Brunch $15.00 

AUTHORIZATION FROM LOCAL COURT 
 
______________________________________________is a member in good standing in our Court. 
 
__________________________________________         ____________________________________________ 
Regent       Financial Secretary 
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Local News      

District Deputy — Bonnie Spratte  

Happy Holidays!  This has been such a weird time.  But we 
were able to get Our Lady of Lourdes #2056, Hot Springs   
officer installation in.  Also the courts celebrated CDA Sun-
day with Mass and social distancing.  St. Rita #916, Rapid 
City court also had a Memorial Mass and asked the KCs to 
join them.   Both courts are saying t h e rosary before 
Mass.  Hot Springs is leading theirs and Rapid City is help-
ing the KCs.  Fund raising has been a challenge.  Both are 
trying to come up with new suggestions.  The Hot Springs 
court with the assistance of Rapid City court has been 
working on your state convention in April in Spearfish. 
Looking forward for you to come attend.   

District Deputy – Carolyn Downs 

“I will praise God’s name in song and glorify Him with 
Thanksgiving.” Psalm 69-30  It is hard, at times when we 
are faced with adversity, to be grateful - especially if we 
are mourning the loss of a family member or dear friend. 
As we gather around our tables for the holidays, we per-
haps are missing the sharing of this tradition with family 
and feel emptiness within ourselves. This is when we truly 
need to focus on the good and wonderful things in our 
lives and, after being with the four Catholic Daughters 
courts that I am in touch with these past months, I have 
been so very impressed in the ways each has gone forward 
in their endeavors to be in touch with their members and 
others in their communities. The courts in Colman, Dell 
Rapids, Flandreau and Brookings have conducted business 
while keeping in mind the safety of their members in the 
various and creative ways they have held meetings, shared 
food, reached out to the isolated, finished reports, held 
elections, transferred books, awarded scholarships and 
education awards, fundraised, remembered their departed 
military and members, and kept their commitments finan-
cially. I am impressed that, even though our courts are 
struggling with ways to keep their finances in balance, they 
have not wavered in their commitments to keep up the 
charitable works and gifts that they have done in the past. 
That is the Grace and Faith of my Catholic Daughters sis-
ters! You are all in my prayers to be safe and healthy in 
mind and body, and protected by God’s healing touch and 
His loving presence. Peace and love to you.  

LifeSavers Abuse Project 
It has been a weird year, hasn’t it?  We can only do, 
What We Can Do!  Many courts have opted to send 
the minimal donation of $50 to the State Abuse Pro-
ject, and others have been able to creatively spread 
the LifeSaver message regardless of the Covid re-
strictions and been able to raise their donations a 
bit.  Either way, every little bit is appreciated! Many 
courts have not submitted their 2020 donation, if 
this is your court, the forms are available on our 
state web site under Resources, then Forms. We will      
present your dollars at our State Convention, so it’s 
important to make your donations now. I’ll be 
waiting to hear from you. Email me at 
ckling@sdplains.com if you have any questions.   
Carol Kling, State Abuse Project Chair 

Court St. Agnes #687 — Vermillion 
After a hiatus last spring due to the Covid-19 pandemic, in-
person meetings resumed for Court St. Agnes #687 in Ver-
million this fall. Due to the pandemic, masks are worn and 
members socially distance themselves. Thanks to member 
Tresa Nygren, the meetings this fall have been available via 
Facebook for those members who cannot attend the in-
person gatherings. Annual events, like the Ice-Cream Social 
and Christmas Brunch, have been postponed until next 
year. Since the Court’s on-going project of helping with 
residents at the Vermillion Care Center monthly bingo 
games has been suspended, Court members have been 
writing personal notes to residents instead.    

Shown in picture:  Left to Right:  Julie Henrich, Financial 
Secretary; Judy Loehrer, Recording Secretary; Bernice 
Cizadlo, Regent; Audrey Mogard, Treasurer; Janet Lynch, 
District Deputy.  Not pictured: Jo Gilliland, Vice Regent 

Court Joan of Arc #846 — Milbank  

A courtroom installation of officers Court Joan of Arc #846 
was held October 27 with Father Gary DeRouchey, Court 
Chaplain and District Deputy Janet Lynch conducting the 
ceremony.  Members have been busy during 2020 alt-
hough few in person meetings were held. They donated 
$50 to the Bishops Fishing Tournament Charity. Betty 
Mead chaired a very successful fundraiser to raise funds to 
assist in the care of Father Dana Christensen, who is suffer-
ing from ALS and is now residing at the home of his par-
ents. The activity was held in conjunction with a KC pan-
cake breakfast, and the CDA bake sale and silent auction 
netted $1,408 for the Father Dana benefit fund.  
Members voted to donate $150 to St. Lawrence School to 
assist a student or family for tuition and the donation was 
instantly put to use for a student in need. Members post-
poned the annual potato bake fundraiser and instead did a 
Phantom Bake Sale in November. Jo Gilliland volunteered 
to decorate a Christmas tree at the courthouse again this 
year using the theme Count Your Blessings. 

mailto:ckling@sdplains.com
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SD Catholic Daughters of the Americas 

Our Lady of the Prairie News 

Judy Konechne, Circulation Chrm  
PO Box 76 
Kimball SD 57355 

Regents, contact all your members and 

ask if they received the newsletter either 

by email or by US Postal. If they did not, 

please make sure they get one. Extra cop-

ies are available and can be mailed out if 

need be. Keeping our email and mailing 

addresses current is a monumental task. 

Please send any changes to the following 

people:  

Judy Konechne, Newsletter Circulation 

 circulationsdcda@gmail.com  

Deborah Burdick, State Secretary  

 deborah.burdick-cda@midco.net  

National Office    

 cynthia@catholicdaughters.org  

 (need this for dues and SHARE)  

Brenda Anderson, State Regent   

 andersonbrenda@hotmail.com  

**One email with all these addresses will 

take care of it. If you have NEW MEM-

BERS, please mail the original member-

ship form to the National office.  

Next State Newsletter Article Deadline:   
January 29, 2021 

Non-Profit 
Organization 
US Postage 

PAID 
Sioux Falls, SD 
Permit No. 7979 

STATE GROCERY  

RAFFLE 

Groceries and Cash are the prizes 

to be given away on April 17, 2021. 

Raffle tickets are in this issue.  

Make many copies and sell, sell, 

sell! This is the only state fundrais-

er held since 2019. Mail to State 

Fundraiser Chair:  

Colleen Thompson  

1301 Farm Island Rd 

Pierre SD 57501 

 

 
 

605-642-4683 or 800-999-3541 
Please call the hotel to make your reservation. We have a 

block of rooms, starting on April 14, Wed. night through 

Sat. April 18, with check out on Sunday. If you plan on 

staying Sunday night, you may be able to get the same 

rate.  Ask for Catholic Daughters block of rooms. Call  

today to get the room you want.  

Additional Convention Info:   

Items will be in future publications of the Newsletter or the 

Regents Report and Review.  Also, if we need to cancel the 

convention, all fees paid, registration, meals, etc will be 

refunded by the State.   

2021 National Education Contest  
Theme for the contest this year is “LET ALL YOU DO BE DONE 

WITH LOVE” 1 Cor. 16:14 or SHOW LOVE TO ONE ANOTHER.   

All CDA members are able to enter in three categories, Poetry, 

Art, Photography and submit to your local court.  Deadline to 

local court is no later than February 1st and deadline to the 

State is March 1st.  Let’s make this year have even more adult 

entries than previous years.  Entry forms are on State and  

National websites.   


