
SD Catholic Daughter Court Saint Rita #916 

Our Court has been as active as we can in this Covid time and in the previous year.   
We sadly have lost several members to death and some needing to resign.  We gained 
9 new members in this time and are working to gain more as we lost nearly 30 to death 
and resignations.  We do continue to seek new members and reach out to those in 
need. We currently have 106 members.   

There are several activities we do yearly.  Some of those have been done but 
abbreviated some since Covid got in our way.  Listed below is what we have done or 
projects started from March 2019- January 2021 

 

1. We visited homebound with cookies and coffee each year and collected large 
teddy bears to take to them. 

2. We have an annual day of recollection and included the home school association 
as well as inviting teenagers to attend.  It was very well attended and received.  
This year we have offered a Zoom retreat so far put on by servidores sisters, 
which was attended and enjoyed. (we are looking into a Lent zoom retreat this 
year) 

3. We have been praying the rosary before every meeting, as well as volunteering 
to lead the rosary before mass at one of our local parishes. 

4. Several of our members have participated in rosaries for life at a park and in the 
church parking lot.  The latter was held the 2nd Sat of each month. 

5. The seminarians receive homemade cookies from us each year and we annually 
donate to seminarian fund as part of our regular budget. 

6. When any member passes we have a rose ceremony at the wake.  Members 
bring up roses and a prayer is read together which includes the name and 
number of years served and a mass card for 2 masses is given to the family.  We 
have continued this through Covid. 

7. We joined a life chain through the city with several members joining which 
included family and youth.  Over 130 people were in the chain, 

8. We annually have a memorial mass and include all local Knights councils to read 
the names of their deceased also and light candles for them.  We have a meal 
together with them, which we did last year.  This year we had the same 
ceremony without the meal. 

9. As some of our members have a hard time paying dues, but still want to belong, 
we have started an Angel Jar which continues each year.  We ask members to 
drop loose change in at meetings and this pays for members needing it.  We also 
started meals for those in need due to illness or other disability. 

10.  Before Covid we started a book exchange to share spiritual, or other, books with 
all.  All are encouraged to bring books, and anyone can take a book at a meeting 
and bring it back when finished.  This will continue at meetings after Covid 
concerns are lifted. 



11. To enhance our memberships spirituality we have not only added the book 
exchange for spiritual reading and the different rosary events, but have asked 
members to come and sit together wearing their CDA buttons for 1st Saturday 
mass, went to the movie Unplanned together, passed out spiritual adoption 
prayer and encouraged all to pray it daily, and added spiritual activities at our 
annual Advent party.  We have also started listening to Bible in a Year podcast.  
The link and information was sent to all membership and several are 
participating.  We also invited everyone to participate in Spiritual motherhood for 
our diocese and as a group cover an hour weekly for adoration. 
 

12.  At our Advent party we bring items and money for a charity.  We have brought 
canned food for food pantry, toys for children, toiletries, adult gifts, etc.  This year 
we brought items to give to St Vincent de Paul to fill small bags to take on home 
visits. Items included toiletries, lip balm, tissues, lotions, candy, prayer cards and 
anything someone wanted to bring to give to them. We always donate money to 
the organization of choice also.  Each member contributes in lieu of a gift 
exchange.  We played paper games this year like naming what each of the 12 
days of Christmas means and word scramble and word search of religious 
Christmas words.  This allowed fun and spiritual enhancement.   

13. Each year in July we have a member picnic.  We really hope to have it this year! 
14. The lifesavers project is another annual event.  We have members at every mass 

at every parish in the area to take donations and let the parish know what the 
money is for.  This year we weren’t able to do what we did last year due to Covid 
so members donated and we added some from our treasury. 

15.  For CDA Sunday we had the proclamation read each year and CDA members 
and sat together at mass followed by a brunch. This year there was no brunch. 

16.  We sponsored a Right to Life billboard, worked at the RTL booth at the fair and 
helped with birthright.  RTL is a regular budget item we donate to annually.  We 
also encourage and send out information for the yearly Roe s Wade event that 
many members attend. 

17. We have a cheer committee that sends cards to members for birthdays and 
sympathy cards. 

18. We worked with the Knights by helping with food for their golf tournament and 
each Thanksgiving by donating and cutting pies for community Thanksgiving 
meal.  The Knights also attended a meeting last year where they explained the 
changes of ceremonies in their organization.  We work well with our Knights. 

19. The clergy are important.  We donated and helped serve pie for clergy at clerical 
days last year, each year gift our chaplain for priest appreciation day and his 
birthday, gave money to each parish from last year’s advent party (this yr it went 
to St. Vincent de Paul) and donated money for meals during Covid to each priest 
in the area.  As we were asked not to have meals at meetings this year by the 
pastor of the parish where we meet, we decided to have the group that normally 



provides the meal to instead provide a meal each month to the mission or 
women’s shelter where it is much needed and well received. 

20.  Every year we put flags out at our national cemetery on Memorial Day. 
21. Scholarships for our youth are important.  We put a committee together in May to 

honor a Catholic senior for freshman year of college for a $1000 scholarship from 
a deceased member.  We also give a scholarship for March for Life which we did 
last year also. 

22. The Mother Daughter banquet or tea is an annual event held in May to celebrate 
many generations and always well attended with over 100 participating.  We did 
it in May 2019, but covid prevented it in May of 2020.  It has been a tea, a 
brunch, a lunch..depending on the vote but always is mother daughter event 
yearly that many, nonmembers included, look forward to. 

23. Before our bishop was transferred, we served at the monthly 1st Friday luncheon 
where he spoke.  This also was a fundraiser. 

24. Every year we participate in the angel bazaar held in a local parish and have 
become known for baked goods, which is a good fundraiser. 

25.  Other activities include singing at the nursing home, donating and encourage 
listening to Real Presence radio, donating a meal to Rachel’s Vineyard retreat, 
and having the Our Lady of Guadalupe icon present at a meeting with 
explanation of the symbols and colors. 

26.  Because not many members have white dresses or skirts, it has been hard to 
get enough members to do ceremonies well.  We started a project to make white 
skirts for the court that could be adjusted for different sizes and make a few to 
cover nearly anyone it the court.  These would be left with the court to borrow for 
ceremonies.  More members could then participate as “marshmallows” instead o 
always same people.  Unfortunately, like many of our fundraisers and some of 
our annual events, this was put on hold until after Covid.  I hope to report it as a 
finished project in the next biannual court report.   

These events have taken place over the last 2 years. Some of the annual things we did 
last year we were not able to do this year.  But we have looked for new ways to do 
things also and have done some things we might not have without Covid.  I look forward 
to a year where we can all meet in person again and continue with some annual events 
that had to be put on hold, as well as some fundraisers.  We raised more than any year 
at the angel bazaar this year and always have members donation of at least $5 at the 
Advent party for a charity but could not do Pizza Ranch which was our main fundraiser.  
We put everything in our church bulletins and look forward to a bigger and better year 
next year with more members, and hopefully a website which I am working on getting 
started.  We are also in contact with a few prospective members so hope to add them 
soon. 

Regent Kristine Engelhardt 

Court St Rita 916, Rapid City 


